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Kenyon protests
against gun violence
BILL GARDNER | SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Vahni Kurra ’20 was once robbed at gunpoint on her way back from high school. Alexander
Alderman, an instructional designer in the Center for Innovative Pedagogy, has a cousin that
survived the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas high school in Parkland, Fla. Lanise Beavers ’18 lost her cousin to gun violence, and once had to wait six hours to find out whether her
sister was all right after her high school had a lockdown.
These were just some of the stories students and administrators shared at the walkout protesting gun violence on the steps of Rosse Hall on Friday, Apr. 20. The protest comes at a time
when the issue of gun control is receiving increased national attention after the Parkland shooting in February, where an active shooter killed 17 students with an AR-15. Since that time, several high schools and colleges have protested U.S. gun laws. Last month, a number of Kenyon
students attended March for Our Lives in D.C. and Columbus. Approximately 1.2 million
Americans participated in the protest nationwide..
Jessie Gorovitz ’19, who organized the walkout, said President Sean Decatur is working with
a legal team to challenge Ohio’s “Guns Everywhere” bill on the grounds that it violates Kenyon’s
property rights. There is a provision in the bill that permits colleges to prevent guns from coming onto their campuses, but stipulates that they must allow them in their parking lots.
About 150 students gathered around the steps at 10 a.m. on Friday to observe a moment of silence for the 17 students killed in Florida. Gorovitz said that it was originally supposed to last for
20 minutes (honoring Stephon Clark, an unarmed black man who was shot 20 times by police
officers in Sacramento in March), but ended up running an hour longer than she expected. A
number of students, administrators and College employees told emotional stories
about their experience with gun violence, and how it has affected them and
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Pete Davidson ‘objectively
bombed’ anticipated show

A Collegian reporter reflects on the pitfalls
of Davidson’s disorganized stand-up set.
the audience, and made some more jokes
GABRIELLE HEALY
about how he grew up in the suburbs. He
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
told jokes about how we consider white
The dust may already have settled on kids who can beatbox exceptional, and
comedian Pete Davidson’s set by the time then hyped the crowd up for Davidson by
you read this. Maybe you heard his jokes beatboxing quite well.
were offensive, and maybe you heard that
When Davidson came out, he apsomeone showed him a tattoo he got on his peared tired, and said that he’d taken a lot
backside.
of Klonopin, an anti-anxiety medication.
“He objectively bombed,” Will Morton He emphasized that he was having a bad
’20 told me. Morton is a Davidson fan, and day, and that was apparent. He performed
he’s also the tattooed individual. We’ll re- like someone just woke him up from a nap.
turn to him later.
He walked out and suggested the audience
Davidson, 24, performed about an lower their expectations.
hour of stand-up to a packed Rosse Hall
Davidson didn’t appear to have a set
last Saturday night
planned. After a few
and was booked by
bits, he tried to wring
Race jokes can out a lot of material
Social Board and the
be funny ...
Office of Student Enregarding Gambier,
gagement. Davidson But racist jokes are not
its isolation and its
is a cast member on funny.
lack of racial diversity.
Saturday Night Live.
Although the audiHis comedy is often
ence laughed after
Chloe (Teddy) Hannah-Drulself-deprecating, and
several of these jokes,
lard ’20
involves relationships,
they really didn’t land
sex and family. It
the same way after the
sometimes involves mental health, which first couple of times he tried them.
he didn’t shy away from during his perforChloe (Teddy) Hannah-Drullard ’20
mance. Yet many students found some of reflected on these jokes on Facebook.
his material offensive and were disappoint“Race jokes can be funny, as evidenced
ed by his act.
by last night’s opener,” Drullard wrote.
Another comic, Derek Gaines, opened “Jokes ABOUT racists are almost always
for him. Among other things, he noted funny. But racist jokes are not funny, nor is
that there weren’t many black people on it funny to insist that people page 2
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Trustees allocate $100 million
of capital campaign to FinAid
MATT MANDEL
ASSOCIATE COPY EDITOR

The Board of Trustees allocated $100 million of the money raised by the capital campaign for the financial aid endowment during
its spring meeting this past weekend. They
also named the capital campaign “Our Path
Forward” and voted to bring it public in October. The capital campaign is a focused effort to
meet specific fundraising goals that has been
in the “quiet phase” since 2014.
About 25 trustees attended the meeting
this past weekend, according to Brackett B.
Denniston III ’69, who has chaired the Board
since 2016. There are currently 42 members of
the Board.
The Board discussed diversity, inclusion
and the way the College markets itself via the
Office of Admissions. They attended a panel
on inclusion, which featured students, faculty
and administrators.
“The panel began with each person giving
a bit of their perspective on the dynamics of

race and inclusion on campus, their perspective on what some of the challenges are to
Kenyon becoming a more inclusive community,” President Sean Decatur said. The panel
offered “a mix of voices that actually some
folks on the Board hadn’t heard or met before ... these are things that members of the
Board, like members of the administration
and members of the community, should all be
thinking about.”
Denniston called the panel “exceptional,”
citing its importance to the College’s capital
campaign.
During its visit, the Board officially voted
on the goal and priorities for the capital campaign and set “a goal of $100 million for financial aid endowment … The conversation
on the panel was very much on the mind and
carried over in that discussion,” Decatur said.
The campaign includes $80 million for
capital projects, $50 million for endowment
for faculty chairs, internships and student research with the remaining sum page 2
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Pete Davidson: ‘I’m ripping
your school off right now’
Continued from Page 1

should laugh at them because ‘there are
only four Black people in this room;
we could beat the s—t out of them.’”
One joke about the first time Davidson masturbated landed, which
involved him tossing a glass of water onto himself at the joke’s climax.
And really, he was funny at the beginning of the show, like when he told
a joke about how biting it is to call
other adult males “losers,” instead of
something sharp involving profanity.
It showed us how funny he could be,
even when clearly he was having an off
night and a bad time.
He started to play videos from
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson’s Instagram feed, using the mic to amplify
the sound.
“What sucks is that the Rock is a really nice guy, and I’m kind of friends
with him, but my job is to be honest
and talk comedy and this motherf—
er’s acting weird, so. There’s nothing
behind his eyes,” Davidson said.
Here’s the part you probably heard
about. About 50 minutes in, Davidson was chatting with people in the
front row. He casually said that he
liked a student’s hair, and noted that
the student was dressed up in a suit.
Davidson said he “must be a nice respectful young man.” That student
was Sam Turecki ’21. Audience members booed immediately and Davidson
seemed confused and asked, “Oh, does
he suck?” Turecki is one of the editorsin-chief of The Campus Constitutional, the new right-wing publication on
campus that has been criticized for its
treatment of topics like gender identity
and male privilege. Turecki declined
to comment further.
The crowd started cheering. The
show, already going poorly, was not
really the same after that. The room
felt horrible in that moment, and the
ugliness hung over the rest of the performance.
Davidson was very critical about
the moment as well. “I am shocked at
all of you, no seriously … this is why
people kill themselves ... it’s because
this whole entire f—ing audience just
booed one kid,” he said.
Rachel Arens ’18 was disappointed
by the show, especially because it had
been so hyped by the Office of Student
Engagement and Social Board, and she
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brought up the moment with Turecki
in particular.
“I wanted to leave, I was so embarrassed and ashamed of myself and the
Kenyon community,” she said. She
said that she booed as well, and that
she regretted it. Morton said something similar, and many students did
leave during the show.
Maddie Lockyer ’20 in the Q&A
portion of the show explained to Davidson why some students might have
felt the need to boo.
“While the booing was unacceptable, I thought Kenyon deserved someone to give an explanation regarding
why people may have wanted to boo
Sam. There are two sides to this story
and I felt only one was being heard.”
She said she apologized to Turecki after the show and that it was never her
intention to hurt him.
“I got the sense that people didn’t
really know who Pete Davidson was,”
Morton said, suggesting that much of
his comedy was similar to the content
we saw on Saturday night, and that
students should not have been so surprised.
A few hours earlier, Morton got
a tattoo saying “mistakes have been
made but whatever” on his backside.
He showed Davidson the tattoo during
the show, and was able to spend some
time with him after he performed. He
told me that Davidson’s work really
spoke to him because he survived a
suicide attempt and has struggled with
mental illness.
“To see someone with that sense of
humor doing things like that around
my age with those kinds of problems
is something I really appreciate, and
something I identify with,” he said.
But in reality: With the extraordinary amount of hype around his set,
maybe we should have anticipated
some of his content. In 2015, Jerry
Seinfeld said he avoids performing on
college campuses, and Davidson said
one of his favorite comics was Dave
Chapelle. Although Chapelle can be
hilarious, his recent Netf lix special
was criticized by some for an insensitive bit about transgender people.
Perhaps Davidson himself said it
best once he realized it wasn’t going
well. “I’m ripping your school off right
now, stop clapping,” he said. “They
should just buy a TV instead of getting me to come here, put some f—ing
lights on the f—ing side of the street.”
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Trustees discuss dishes and
decorating modular units
Continued from Page 1

available for the annual fund, operational
support, internships and other programs.
The goal of the campaign is $300 million
by June 2021 with $200 million already
raised dating back to July 2015. “We’re a
bit ahead of schedule,” Decatur said.
In addition to issues of diversity and
inclusion, the board discussed a “$40,000
a year loss of silverware and dishes in the
cafeteria” with student representatives,
according to Denniston. There was “agreement on the Board that there’s a Peirce
dish issue,” Decatur said, who added that
Student Council suggested to “make it
clear that new spaces and the new temporary library spaces will be Peirce dish-free
zones.” Decatur added that dishes could
possibly be added to apartment kitchens
because dishes are stolen to furnish kitchens.
Another student issue the Board has
discussed is the ongoing construction
on campus, which is “expected and normal in the sense that that’s what we’ve all

planned for,” according to Denniston. Yet
the Board knows that the current situation is not perfect and that the construction around Middle Path and the library
is intrusive.
“One of things we’ve talked about in
the past is having the students in the community help us with art and other things
that would make those trailers a little
less like trailers,” Denniston said. The art
would be “anything you can imagine,” except for painting the modular units, “because at the end of the day you have to
give the things back … We’ve got a great
creative community, so let’s challenge the
community to come up with some ideas,”
he said.
The Board also held meetings to discuss “mental health support services,”
had a report from the Philander Chase
Conservancy on its progress with land
preservation and had a presentation from
a Kenyon Review board member on its
emphasis on scholarships for diverse and
first-generation students, according to
Denniston.
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ResLife to Gun violence walkout tackles intersectionality
move lottery online
next year
Continued from Page 1

BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS ASSISTANT

The Office of Residential
Life (ResLife) will change the
housing lottery system from
being face-to-face to an online housing management
program.
“Instead of coming to Gund
Commons, and standing in
line and then going up to the
table with the f loor plans and
picking your room out like
that, you will be doing it on
a computer instead,” Associate Director of Housing and
Operations Lisa Train said.
“Nothing major is going to
change with the lottery other
than it is going to be online
instead of in-person.”
Currently, ResLife documents data on platforms such
as Google Docs and Google
Sheets.
A lot of information is entered manually, and while
the office can run reports on
housing statistics, the new
system will make the information easier to access, according to Train.
“The management system overall will greatly improve the quality of work that
we are able to do in housing,
and that includes running reports,” Train said. “It is going to save everyone a lot of
time.”
To develop this new program, ResLife is working with
Symplicity, a company the
College has worked with before in creating a job-search
website that the Career Development Office uses. The
new system will be called
“Residence.”
The new system will improve logistics, documenting
data and sending out emails.
ResLife has been considering shifting to an online system for a few years, according
to Train.
Kenyon’s Information and
Technology Services department is also involved in the
change.
The online lottery is set to
be finished by the beginning
of next year and will be used
in the housing lottery for the
2019 spring semester.
To test the system, ResLife
will ask students to participate in mock trials before
that date.
More information will be
available in the fall, when
ResLife will formally introduce the new program.

their families.
Gorovitz said the issue of
gun violence is particularly important to her. She said
her father helped organize the
Million Mom March in Washington, D.C. after the Columbine High School massacre
in 2000. She also said that in
middle school, she was suicidal,
and that if she had a gun in the
house, she probably wouldn’t
have survived that time in her
life.
“To me, gun violence is more
than just homicides on the
street,” Gorovitz said. “Nearly
two-thirds of gun deaths a year
are from suicides. That’s about
22,000 people. So for me that’s a
really important part of the issue.”
Gorovitz also talked about
how gun violence has an intersectional impact. She said gun
violence affects all communities, especially communities of
color; the penalty for being perceived as an armed black man
by police officers is often death.
“The history of gun violence
in America is super racist,” she
said. “And I think that choosing

ERYN POWELL

Members of the Kenyon community gathered on the steps of Rosse Hall to protest gun violence.

to think about gun violence and
gun culture as a great thing, one
of the things that makes America fantastic, is a super privileged perspective.”
The issue of intersectional gun violence also came up
at the walkout. Beavers spoke
about how gun violence affects
the black community. Charlotte
Freccia ’19 spoke about how
gun violence plays a role in domestic abuse, and how it affects
all communities.

About 53 minutes after the
event started, a few of the attendees started singing the first
verse of Amazing Grace. Soon,
the entire crowd joined in, their
voices echoing across Ransom
Lawn and South Quad.
After they were finished,
Gorovitz reminded the white,
cisgender and heterosexual
people present in particular to
keep other communities disproportionately affected by gun
violence in mind.

dent and offer to meet with them.
Nick Massari ’18 and Hannah
Anain ’19, two of the student leaders
of the SMAs, want students to know
that they do not have to meet with
Hughes when she contacts them.
“When I see reports from the
SMAs, if what is reported is a Title IX
violation then I would … contact [the
person who spoke with the SMA]
via email,” Hughes said. “They never
have to meet with me.”
The SMAs provide “emotional
first-aid” for students affected by
sexual violence, harassment and misconduct and “align students, respondents and complaintaints with the
Title IX process,” Massari said. He
said he is hopeful that the SMAs can
continue to fulfill this purpose.
“Going into the next year, Chris
[Smith] really wants us to be education-based as well as preventionbased,” Massari said. “Going into this
next year, we as SMAs, if we don’t
have the phone for a semester or two
in the capacity we want it, are going
to try to fill in those gaps with education, prevention, thinking about ways
we as an organization can continue to
inform things like orientation week.”
Massari and Anain are working
with the administration to fill the
void left by the 24/7 SMA hotline.
They are in conversation with New
Directions, a local domestic abuse
and rape crisis center, to see if students in need could reach out to the
New Directions hotline.
Massari and Anain said they realize this idea has its limitations, considering New Directions does not
specialize in Title IX at Kenyon, a
particularly complicated and educa-

tion-specific legal process.
“In the same way we’re not necessarily qualified by law to be a confidential resource, [the SMAs] are
students on campus that know the
realities of the situation and we want
to educate [New Directions] on Kenyon, how things go here and Title IX,”
Massari said. “And they can educate
us on what they do.”
In 2016, an outside firm performed an external review of the College’s implementation of Title IX. The
report found that the SMAs were the
“most frequently-used confidential
resource” alongside the Counseling
Center.
The majority of the feedback
about the SMAs was positive: Students said they were “more likely to
confide in their peers rather than
non-adult peers” and relayed stories
about times the SMAs “provided assistance and comfort to friends,” according to the report.
The report recommended that the
College increase training for SMAs.
Right now, the SMAs spend four days
at the beginning of the school year in
training workshops, but the College
worries that they do not know when
to refer students to professional counselors.
“My understanding is, because
SMAs are undergraduate students,
they haven’t earned their social work
or psychology degree so therefore
they lack the complete training necessary to do that type of assessment,”
Hughes said.
In order to gain legal confidentiality in Ohio, the SMAs would have to
undergo formal training. One option
is a 40-hour training session with the

In an interview with the
Collegian, she emphasized this
point.
“This is an issue that will not
go away until we decide that everyone who is in power is complicit to this system of violence,”
Gorovitz said. “And it’s up to us
to determine whether we accept the status quo, and the first
opportunity we have to really
show our true feelings on the
issue is the election in November.”

College eliminates SMA confidentiality, hotline
EMILY BIRNBAUM
NEWS EDITOR

The College will no longer allow the Sexual Misconduct Advisors (SMAs) to act as confidential
resource or run their 24/7 hotline
starting next year. While the SMAs
will continue to act as a peer support
group for students dealing with sexual misconduct and harassment, they
can no longer say they are “confidential” because they will have to report
instances of sexual misconduct to the
Title IX office using the name of the
reportee.
The SMAs are the latest peer support group to undergo changes to
its structure and mission. About a
month ago, the Director of the Health
and Counseling Center Chris Smith
curtailed the responsibilities of the
Peer Counselors (PCs), a group dedicated to supporting students’ mental
health, in a similar fashion.
“We are clarifying much like we
did with the PCs that our students,
unless they receive the requisite training, will not have legal confidentiality
under the laws set forth in the state of
Ohio,” Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ’92 said.
The SMAs currently report sexual
assault, harassment and misconduct
anonymously. They deliver written
reports about what students tell them
to the Cox Health and Counseling
Center, but students’ names are not
attached to these reports. Now, the
SMAs must file reports with students’ names to the Title IX office.
Upon receiving these reports, Civil
Rights/Title IX Coordinator Samantha Hughes will reach out to the stu-

ALEX GOLDMAN

Students hung posters around
campus to support SMAs and
PCs.

Sexual Assault Response Network of
Central Ohio (SARNCO). The SMAs
are looking into the possibility of
bringing SARNCO to campus.
“The SMAs are an asset to the Title IX process certainly, and whatever
my office can do to help them continue in that role is what I want to do,”
Hughes said.
After multiple requests, Smith
declined to comment beyond the
following statement: “Planned and
proposed changes to Health and
Counseling Center departmental organizations will provide the needed
training and accountability to increase safety of Kenyon College’s
peer-to-peer education and support.”
“We truly view each of our student groups as valuable partners to
help the Cox Center support the student body,” Smith wrote.

4

Thursday, April 26 | kenyoncollegian.com

Global K: Sargsyan ends short
stint as P.M.
EVEY WEISBLAT | STAFF WRITER

Armenian prime minister Serzh Sargsyan resigned on
Monday following widespread protests that erupted in the
streets of Yerevan and other Armenian cities after he was
voted into the position last Tuesday.
According to a New York Times article from Monday,
Sargsyan’s was expected to step down from the country’s
leadership, when his two-term limit as president elapsed
earlier this month; instead, his right-wing Republican
Party, dominant in parliament, voted him back into power as prime minister, a position empowered by a 2015 constitutional referendum.
“[Sargsyan] was the president for 10 years, from 2008
until 2018,” Assistant Professor of Russian Anna Aydinyan said. “Then he recently became a prime minister,
which was interpreted as a power grab, and many people
became angry.”
Sargsyan published a message on his website on
Monday, outlining the reasons for his resignation. “I was
wrong,” he said in the online statement. “I am leaving office of the country’s leader, of prime minister.” Sargsyan
also gave a brief speech in which he framed his resignation
as a concession to the demands of the people. “The street
movement is against my tenure,” he said. “I am fulfilling
your demand.”
Some people praised Sargsyan for effectively relinquishing power at the public’s request. “It was relatively
nonviolent,” Aydinyan said. “Basically, [Sargsyan] said,
‘That’s what you want me to do. I’m a government, I serve
you, so I’m resigning.’”
Aydinyan said that the current Armenian president
thinks the recent unrest has more to do with the dearth of
economic opportunities and a building sense of discontent among the public, rather than as a direct reaction to
Sargsyan’s power play.
“Still, the main reasons for the protest, according to
current Armenian president, Armen Sarkissian, is that
the economic conditions did not improve for a long time,
so people were just tired,” she said. “They didn’t see any
kind of economic prospects. They accused the government of corruption and [also the] police.”
Aydinyan spoke of the economic hardships Armenia
experienced after the fall of the Soviet Union. “When the
Soviet Union collapsed, the entire economic system of the
Soviet Union collapsed because it was all integrated with
each other,” she said. “After that Armenia had a big earthquake in 1988, and before that there was Chernobyl in
Ukraine.”
The Chernobyl disaster of 1986 was a catastrophic
nuclear accident at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant in
northern Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, which cost
the Soviet Union a fortune, caused hundreds of casualties,
and wreaked havoc on the environment. Aydinyan said
the effects on Armenian economy were devastating because, without a power plant, the country had no internal
source of energy.
“There was environmentalist movement in Armenia
… They made the Armenian government to shut down
the nuclear power plant. After shutting down the nuclear
power plant, Armenia became dependent on gas and energy coming from outside from Georgia and Russia.” She
added that the country’s lack of raw materials only heightened its economic challenges in post-Soviet times. “Plus
it’s very small, it doesn’t have any kind of natural resources
like oil or anything to sell,” Aydinyan said.
Aydinyan said that these historical factors have led
to an increasing sense of disillusionment among Armenians: “I’m assuming that because of this isolation the economic situation doesn’t improve that much and people are
simply tired.”
She said the political protests mask a deeper economic
dread that looms over the tiny Southern Caucasus country. “People inside Armenia say that it’s probably not about
being Western or Russian,” she said. “It’s not a political
protest but more a social [one], about poverty.”

CPG discusses notes from small groups
The small groups focused on free expression and inclusion.
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS ASSISTANT

The
Community
Planning
Group (CPG) met on April 24 to
discuss the notes they collected
from the 20 small groups hosted
on April 3. Participants in these
small groups were asked to keep
the conversations confidential.
The CPG — which was convened by President Sean Decatur
after the cancellation of the play
The Good Samaritan — organized
the small groups and brought together students, administrators
and faculty members from across
campus to discuss diversity, inclusion, freedom of expression and
community. The appointed scribe
in each group was responsible for
taking notes of key points from the
discussions and forwarding them
to the CPG.
“We had a meeting ... to discuss
what themes emerged based on the
notes that we received from those
groups,” Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ’92
said. “We are in the process of distilling those themes and then coming up with a short set of recommendations to President Decatur

for implementation this coming
year.”
“From what I can tell, there are
some consistent threads among
them,” Provost for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Ted Mason said.
“People were happy to have this
opportunity, to have these conversations, and people understood
that this was just a start … no one
imagines it will get solved quickly.”
“What we have heard since
those groups met is that there is a
genuine desire to create more opportunities like those for that type
of small group exchange,” Bonham
added.
The CPG designed the small
groups to help participants become better listeners. “One of the
things that the Community Planning committee has talked about
a lot is the way in which it would
help us if we all became better listeners rather than listening to talk,
listen to listen,” Mason said.
Bonham expressed a similar view. “I think that the small
groups were a really critical and
important first step in enhancing
our capacity for listening to one

another and engaging in healthy
dialogue,” she said.
Juniper Cruz ’19, who participated in one of the small groups,
found the discussions to be productive, but wished they were longer.
“I wish they were longer. 50 minutes or so is not a great amount of
time to discuss something as big as
changes that we want to see in college.” Cruz also suggested having
the same groups meet regularly.
The CPG does not plan on organizing any more events this year
given the semester is almost over,
but the members hope to propose recommendations to Decatur
soon.
Bonham anticipates that the
president will share these recomendations with the rest of the
campus by the end of this year.
The small groups are just a start
to help develop ways in which
free expression does not hinder
inclusion, according to Bonham.
“While I do not know whether we
will actually ever be able to ever
truly solve the problem, I think we
are moving in the right direction,”
she said.

ON THE RECORD

JELANI COBB

STAFF WRITER AT THE NEW YORKER
EMILY BIRNBAUM AND GABRIELLE
HEALY
NEWS EDITOR AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Jelani Cobb is a staff writer at The
New Yorker and a professor at The
Columbia School of Journalism. He
was recently named a finalist for the
Pulitzer Prize in distinguished commentary. He gave a speech at Kenyon
on April 18 called “The Half-Life of
Freedom: Race and Justice in America Today” and participated in a Q&A
on April 17.
You emphasized the importance
of reading broadly during the
Q&A. What are you reading right
now, and what would you consider
critical texts?
[Cobb took Slouching Towards
Bethlehem by Joan Didion out of his
pocket.] They just made this pocket-sized edition of Didion and I’ve
literally had it in my pocket. This is
very nerdy but this is the other thing
I’m reading, which is in my other
pocket. [The Doctor and the Saint
by Arundhati Roy.] I’m also reading
a book on Flint, the water crisis, by
a really wonderful journalist by the
name of Anna Clark. That’s what
I’m reading right now.
But in terms of the range of other stuff that I’ve read, I encourage

people to read Christopher Hitchens
because he’s such an eloquent writer
of dissent and contrarian opinions
and I think that he’s crucial reading. And, of course, James Baldwin.
Even Baldwin’s journalistic work,
which people haven’t paid as much
attention to.
You are here at a time when a
couple of conf licts [over racial discrimination on campus] have come
to a head. This is one of the ways
the administration is responding,
giving us these talks. What is your
response to those who feel that dialogue is not an adequate response
to instances of racial discrimination and insensitivity on college
campuses?
It’s not an adequate response.
It’s an initial response. It’s one response. But there have to be policy
responses, there have to be consequences when there are problems or
when things go awry on campuses.
Dialogue is one of the ways that we
begin. Generally speaking, it is insufficient.
You often speak at college campuses about these issues. What is
your impression of Kenyon?
It seems like a place where people
are at least having the conversation.

COURTESY OF MARY ELLEN
O’MEARA

I don’t know how much context or
arm-twisting went into that. But this
is not uncommon. The places I go,
these are not unique questions to Kenyon. They’re more categorical questions. They crop up at some point in
time — maybe not here in your four
years but at a whole bunch of other
places in the last four years. It just
happens to be here, now. These problems, very often, if you talk to other
people, they may have been experiencing them but it just has not been
public. If you’re talking about the police shootings, people are like, ‘Oh my
God, when did all this start?’ It started a long time ago. It’s just now going
public.
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
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Fools seniors reflect on comedic journey as Kenyon students
Lindsay McLaughlin ’18 and Catherine Collison ’18 developed a strong bond through improv.
course, it was all improvised.
McLaughlin and Collison
discovered each other and deDuring my interview with veloped their chemistry early
Lindsay McLaughlin ’18 and on at Kenyon.
Catherine Collison ’18, I was
“We lived across the hall
treated to my own sort of show. from each other in McBride,”
Within the first 20 seconds, McLaughlin said, reminiscCollison and McLaughlin, the ing about the weeks during
two elder “Fools” of Kenyon’s their first year before they austudent improv comedy group ditioned for Fools.
The Fools on the Hill, laughed
“We had only known each
as they traded quips. Much of other for a couple of weeks at
the rest of our conversation was that point, but we had devellike this, less a formal interview oped something of a rapport.”
than it was a performative re“A rivalry,” Collison interhashing of
jected. “It only
McLaughcould
have
It could only
lin
and
gone one of two
have gone one ways: a beauCollison’s
four years of two ways: a beautiful
tiful
friendtogether as friendship, or something ship, or somea comedic terrible. I like to think
thing terrible.
duo.
I like to think
that both happened.
The
that both haptwo
are Catherine Collison ’18
pened.”
an unlikeAlthough
ly match.
neither of them
Once you
did any sort
see them in action, though, they of comedy during high school,
make perfect sense.
they both had been fans of
“We are not so similar, comedy (or, as Collison put it,
you and I,” Collison said to “I liked being a dingus”). As a
McLaughlin at one point. “We first year, McLaughlin decided
are very different girls, but I that she wanted to audition for
think we are very similar when Fools on the Hill.
it comes to what we find funny.”
“We had reached the point
During their last show as by the time Fools auditions
Fools on Friday, April 20, the came around that we were like
two extended a Johnny App- the loudest … we were just
leseed bit so seamlessly that it loud,” she said. “I wanted to aualmost seemed rehearsed. Of dition for the group but I was
JACK CHESTON
STAFF WRITER

“
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s
a
l
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too scared.”
Collison finished the story
for McLaughlin. “She was like
‘I’m not going to do it unless
you do it with me.’ And I said,
‘OK fine I’ll do it.’ … The only
reason I auditioned was because
she said she made me.”
That started a powerful partnership. Over their four years,
McLaughlin and Collison have
seen Fools on the Hill change
dramatically.
“We have been blessed to
have some real powerhouse ladies in our time in the group,”
McLaughlin said. “But [before]
we joined the group it was pretty masculine.”
This overt masculinity was
limiting, according to Collison.
“I think it … closes the audience off,” she said.
Their approach to improv relies heavily on trust and confidence.
“It’s incredibly difficult in a
show in which the performers
feel uncomfortable for the audience to even kind of have a good
time, which is why the group
dynamic is so important,” Collison said. “What a lot of people
don’t know about Fools, is [that]
a lot of our time is spent … just
getting social hours in and getting to know each other.”
The trust that built between the Fools encapsulates
much of what both Collison
and McLaughlin love about the
group.

ERYN POWELL

McLaughlin (left) and Collison (right) encouraged each other to
audition for Fools on the Hill.

“We practice three times a
week, and it’s nice to be able
to have that time, no matter
what else you have going on …
to have fun with your friends,”
McLaughlin said.
Collison agrees. “It really
is just the people for me,” she
said. “Spending time with people that you love and trust.”
Though their time together as Kenyon comedians has
come to a close, McLaughlin
and Collison have big plans
involving their future in com-

edy and with each other.
“I would love to be a C-list
celebrity,” Collison said. “And
I would love for Lindsay to be
…”
“…An A-list celebrity,”
McLaughlin interjected. “I
would love for Catherine to be
a C-list celebrity and for myself to be an A-list celebrity.”
“I would love to be Lindsay’s date to the Oscars,” Collison said. “One year. Just
one year. I’m not ready to say
goodbye just yet.”

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total:

First-Year Class Total:

29

27

32

26

Answer

Sean Deryck ’18

Anu Muppirala ’19

Harris White ’20

Theo Prentice ’21

Which royal couple just had
their third child?

Duchess Kate and
Prince William

Harry and someone

Kate and Prince William

Prince William and Kate,
duke and duchess of
Cambridge

Prince William

What event in the Peirce
Pub included spoken word
performances last Sunday?

The Hestival

The Hestival

No idea

Springfest

The Hestival

Wha is the name of the new
Cuban president?

Miguel Díaz-Canel

Sean Decatur

No clue

Not a Castro

No idea

Which multi-platinum artist passed
away last week?

Avicii

Avicii

No idea

Avicii

No answer
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Ovis aries, Bos taurus, Sus
scrofa domesticus
In three hyper-realistic, lifesized charcoal and graphite
drawings of livestock, Wagner
hopes to elevate perceptions of
livestock. These drawings are
influenced by her interest in
farming, which has grown during her time at Kenyon. According to Wagner, many people see
livestock as “un-living, unfeeling
objects,” but the animals depicted in her series are larger than
life, and the viewer is confronted
by the realism of these images.

Show

zoe chrissos

Caroline Chang
One hundred eighty-four, Three hundred
sixty-five, Three thousand fifty-three, Sixtyseven, Seven hundred thirty-one
Mourning is a process of struggling to regain
normalcy and re-establish control. Chang
contrasts the unpredictability of the mourning
process with the meticulous, repetitive nature
of Chinese paper-cut art. In the series, scraps of
brightly colored paper are pressed by sheets of
clear Plexiglass, dynamically arranged so that
their composition evolves as the viewer moves
around the installation. The quality of the
cheap, non-archival paper, according to Chang’s
artist’s statement, contrasts with the hopes and
wishes the scraps symbolize in Chinese culture:
They literally distingerate with time.

A Language of Our Own
Chrissos invites visitors to walk through a
series of wooden frames, which are also populated by strange, seemingly “undulating forms”
made of plaster and fabric. A woodworker
and welder for most of her career, Chrissos
incorporated plaster because of its “more gestural” nature, in order to produce art related to
“growth.” Inspired by Italian artists Mario and
Marisa Merz, the wooden frames also follow
the Fibonacci Sequence, or golden ratio, which
appears in natural processes of growth. These
two structures combine to create an interactive
exhibit that feels alive, as though it is reaching
out to the viewer.

Livy porter
Corey
Porter’s video installation Corey takes the
concept of performing one’s personality
for others literally. Corey is a performer
in a queer underground cotillion who
dances throughout the video. In her artist’s statement, Porter writes, “I believe life
is comprised of individual performances
— rooted in a communal experience and
awareness.” The installation makes the
viewer consider when they have performed for others.

Henry uhrik
Only Have Eyes for You (series): Stabat Matar; Doubly
Blessed; Fourteen Dollars and Twenty Eight Cents; Golovin’s
Wife; Toska; Reno, Nevada
A miniature, comic book-style model of a cul-de-sac, Uhrik’s
Only Have Eyes for You deals with common suburban American
fears. The series features six homes, with each home representing a comic strip and each room representing a panel. In one,
a young woman lies on the floor with her arm in the air. Above
her, the text reads, “Am I going to have to learn how to cook
now?” Uhrik grew up in a cul-de-sac, but his series is not about
revisiting his home. “It’s more so about the communities we live
in and the fear and the closeness that we have with one another
will soon dissolve,” he said.
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matthew garrett
An Object Misses Itself, Marina, Amborella Trichopoda
Garrett’s dissected boat hangs over a monitor displaying
the water in which it can no longer float. His engagement
with the utility of objects questions the cultural purpose
of objects. Garrett describes deconstructing the purpose
of an object as “a violent act” in his artist’s statement. “It’s
sort of my reaction to the current climate of America as
a whole,” Garrett said, noting the history the boat’s use as
a method of immigration. Garrett has sent what he calls
an “object of collective nostalgia” beyond the realm of its
traditional “use.” The boat now serves as a reflection on its
own history.

Lauren kerr

Synapse, Sun Pulse Ritual
A sprawling mass of mysterious figures approach an eye-like sun painted in acrylic
on canvas is the centerpiece of this installation. Kerr has installed a stop-motion
video depicting stars. Both works in their
respective media engage with audience
response. Kerr cites the “Surrealist process
of automatism” as a basis for the project’s
development. The pieces “disrupt the expectation of cognitive mastery and imply a
personal accountability for what is perceived,” according to her artist’s statement.

Karlin Wong
Cities (series): Manhattan, New York;
London, United Kingdom; Budapest,
Hungary; San Francisco, California;
London, United Kingdom; Manhattan,
New York
Wong tackles the “visual impact” of the
cityscape with wall-length sheets covered
in ink and acrylic paint, which she identifies as “drawings with paint” rather than
paintings, because of the style of layering
marks. Each drawing, six of which are
on display at the Gallery, represents a city
Wong has seen. “I didn’t want them to to
be just representations of my travels or
something,” Wong said. “I wanted them to
be representative of what a city gives you,
the visual impact of the city, and the business of the urban congested environment.”

For the rest of
our senior art
show coverage,
check out our
website!

Emmett green
Brothers
Green tackles family photos in
this collection of large, vibrant
paintings. This series reexamines
images from Green’s childhood
which are what Green describes in
his artist’s statement as “accidental
misrepresentations” of a transgender child whose identity was
not known to the photographer.
This study of the “inability of images to represent reality” shows
an artist reclaiming agency over
attempted representations of the
self by others. The shift in artist
and medium brings new complexity and nuance to Green’s images.
The series focuses on the difference between family photography
and fine art: In family photography, there is no deeper meaning
other than the obvious truth of the
photo and the viewer’s connection
to the subjects.

shannon hart

Bodies of Land, Affordability
These cardboard masses resembling chunks of earth and accompanying wheelbarrow reference Hart’s “personal reconciliation with
the issue of conflicting claims on land” after her father was displaced.
Hart’s work included a performance piece entitled Affordability. Hart
sat on a wooden stool placed directly in front of a six-foot-tall chalkboard and a gallon of milk. Every minute, Hart climbed a ladder to
change the price written on a chalkboard, symbolizing the rate of
inflation in Zimbabwe, her home, during the 2008 financial crisis.
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The library provided markers for students to leave tributes to the library before its demolition. Students took the opportunity to have some fun where they typically study.

Library staff throws a farewell party for Olin and Chalmers
Students danced, ate cupcakes and wrote messages on the walls of Chalmers’ first floor.
DANTE KANTER
STAFF WRITER

Last Friday night, on April
20, crowds of students spoke
at full volume on the third
f loor of Olin and Chalmers Memorial Library. They
danced, ate a seemingly endless supply of cupcakes provided by the library and doodled on the first-f loor walls
for the first and last time.
Over the entrance to the Current Periodicals section, a
student had written “ABANDON ALL HOPE, YE WHO
ENTER.”
The “Farewell to Olin”
party, hosted by the Library
and Information Services, began with handfuls of students
sprinkled around the corners

of the library, playing board
games and tossing “f lying
discs,” as the librarians encouraged students to call
them to avoid a lawsuit from
the Wham-O toy company,
who has a trademark on the
name. Many of the students
had been studying, and didn’t
notice that the library had
closed. The dance f loor, in
the Olin atrium, was empty,
except for two librarians who
were dancing their hearts
out to “Shout,” by Tears for
Fears. One of the f lying disc
tossers, Yoshio Wagner ’21,
lamented the shutting down
of the library. “I basically
live here,” he said, cupcake
in hand. When asked if he
would spend as much time in
the modular units, he said it

would depend on if they had
air conditioning.
“We’re feeling bittersweet
about it,” Amy Badertscher,
associate vice president of Library and Information Services and the event planner,
said about Olin’s demolition,
“so we’re giving students
the opportunity to write on
the walls and say what they
loved about the library before it shuts down.” Farewells
to the library were written
on the walls in eight foreign
languages, including Russian
and Arabic. Some of the messages were sentimental, some
resentful. “I hate this classroom,” a student had written on the windowsill of the
Languages Learning Center.
“Six classes in here, and I’m a

sophomore.”
“My name is Emily,” read a
message written in a secluded
corner. “Thank you for coming this way.”
While the demolition of
Olin is shocking to many on
campus, Vice President for
Library and Information Services Ron Griggs, who was in
charge of guarding the Periodicals for the night, assured
students that this was not the
first time Kenyon had been
without a library. The collection moved from Ransom
Hall to Chalmers in the 60s,
and the College added Olin
onto Chalmers two decades
later. “We’re no strangers to
this,” Griggs said, “but we’re
sad to see it go.” While examining the graffiti, a student

suggested to Griggs that they
break the wall into pieces
during demolition, and hand
them out for students to keep,
“like the Berlin Wall.”
“This is so weird,” Maddie Farr ’18 said, walking out
of the library accompanied
by blaring disco, “this is so
weird. I love it.” By midnight
there was one student on the
third f loor who sat and stayed
completely silent, trying to
finish a paper.
“If a student came in here
crying about the library coming down, I’d cry with them,”
Badertscher said. “I do believe, however, that we have a
pretty good plan — hopefully,
people will find a new home
in the modular units. Or at
least a comfy chair.”

During DA Storytime, first year discusses growing up in Gaza
Hanaa Ibrahim ’22 missed her first semester at Kenyon because she couldn’t leave home.
JUSTIN SUN
FEATURES EDITOR

Before Hanaa Ibrahim ’22 could
come to Kenyon, Israeli authorities put her on a waiting list to get
out of her home in Gaza. She missed
her first semester. As she was finally
leaving, they told her she could not
return to Gaza for a year.
“I have to sacrifice for my dream.
I have to sacrifice for my education,”
she said during a talk last Friday.
After nearly a semester in Gambier, Ibrahim shared some of her experiences with a group of 18 students
in Bemis Music Room. The event was
part of the Discrimination Advisors’ Storytime, a bimonthly series
that gives those in the Kenyon community the opportunity to tell their
stories. Though she said she was trying to avoid being too political, she
added, “Palestinians are always tied

to politics. It’s hard not to talk about
some distance from Gaza that she
them.”
was able to try to understand her life
She prefaced her talk by admitting
there, she said.
that she did not have a
Ibrahim spoke
script, then proceedcandidly
about
Being a Paled to speak about the
her struggles and
estinian here
attacks she has lived
fears. She menthrough. She said the now gives me so much
tioned that the
first time she was not pride. It’s not only about United Nations
sure she would surmarked Gaza undeath, wars and conflict. livable by 2020
vive was a New Year’s
Eve spent above a denbecause of overtistry while she heard Hanaa Ibrahim ’22
crowding
and
fighting outside. There
told stories of the
was an assault in 2012,
pain she and oththen another in 2014. She described
ers have experienced because they
living in a state of constant stress
cannot return home. Her friend,
back home.
who goes to school in Cairo, Egypt,
When she arrived at Kenyon, she
had to watch her father’s funeral on
was surprised by the number of peoFacebook Livestream, and Ibrahim
ple who were not familiar with the
herself missed her grandmother’s fupolitical issues in Gaza. She took the
neral. “I really want you guys to apopportunity to try to spread her stopreciate what you have,” she said.
ry. It was only until she had gained
About halfway through, she

“

stopped to point out that she didn’t
have a specific point to what she was
saying. “I’m just trying to be vulnerable,” she said.
Ibrahim answered some questions
from the audience at the end of the
talk. One student asked her how she
found motivation in the face of adversity. Ibrahim looked at her, then said,
“Sometimes I don’t.” She added that
she came to Kenyon for a purpose, to
improve herself, and that she tried to
constantly remember that. Still, she
admitted, she has bad days.
Ibrahim peppered her talk with
pleas for students to pay attention
to what was happening in Gaza. “If
you’re a human, you would care
about this,” she said. Later, she urged,
“Please read more. Please ask more.”
“Being a Palestinian here now
gives me so much pride,” she said.
“It’s not only about death, wars and
conf lict … It’s about being human.”
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Bullying a student is
unacceptable
In a crowded Rosse Hall Saturday night, the Kenyon
community showed that this campus isn’t as accepting as
we claim it is. After booing Sam Turecki ’21, one of the editors-in-chief of the conservative publication The Campus
Constitutional, the crowd of students gathered to watch
comedian Pete Davidson fell silent. This behavior is unacceptable. As Davidson put it, this type of behavior is what
drives those who hold conservative views to become even
more hostile toward the left. In a political climate as divided and polarized as our current situation, we can’t afford
to continue down the road of further hostility.
How can we claim to be an inclusive campus if we allow for this type of ostracization in our community? Inclusion means we can’t boorishly target specific individuals and must be open to everyone, not just those who share
our beliefs.

SMA changes: another wrong move
With the Sexual Misconduct Advisors (SMAs), the
College has again decided to take away resources from
the student body without a clear replacement. Where
will students turn if they have questions or need support
now that these changes have been made? We’ve written
about the overscheduling and overworked counselors at
the Counseling Center ad nauseum. Students who may
have turned to the SMAs for support might feel negatively
about reaching out to someone outside the Counseling
Center, as good as the resources at New Directions — a
potential replacement source of support — might be.
In a 2016 external review of the College’s Title IX implementation, it was reported that the SMAs were “the
most frequently-used confidential resource” in addition
to the Counseling Center. The SMAs have clearly been instrumental in providing support to students experiencing
Title IX issues, and their confidentiality and 24/7 hotline
have been integral to that support. Without them, their
ability to help their fellow students will be diminished.
It is sometimes easier for a student experiencing a Title
IX issue to approach a fellow student, someone who can
better understand the particularities of that experience.
But without confidentiality, they may be less inclined to
confide in their peers.
We encourage Chris Smith, director of the Cox Health
and Counseling Center, as well as other administrators, to
really listen to students and consider what will most benefit them while negotiating the legality of these support
groups’ capacities.
The staff editorial was written this week by editorsin-chief Bailey Blaker ’18 and Gabrielle Healy ’18 and
managing editor Lauren Eller ’18. You can contact
them at blakerb@kenyon.edu, healyg@kenyon.edu and
ellerl@kenyon.edu, respectively.
The opinions page is a space for members of
the community to discuss issues relevant to the
campus and the world at large. The opinions
expressed on this page belong only to the
writer. Columns and letters to the editors do
not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff.
All members of the community are welcome to
express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to
edit all letters submitted for length and clarity.
The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or
pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed
by individuals, not organizations, and must
be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be
received no later than the Tuesday prior to
publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as
many letters as possible each week subject to
space, interest and appropriateness. Members
of the editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in the
paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.

RAND BURNETTE | COLLEGIAN

Creative writing: Changed for the better
SLOANE WILTEN
CONTRIBUTOR

Much like the majority of writing hopefuls who enter Kenyon, I was eager for the
time when I could finally take my first creative writing course. I quickly learned that
it would be less “take” the class, and more
“cross my fingers” for the class. As the deadline approached for my first window to apply
in November of my freshman year, I began to
hear all the drama surrounding applications
to Kenyon’s creative writing courses. In the
past, I heard that many people were rejected
and told to apply next semester — and sometimes again another semester. Even once the
acceptance emails are sent out, a select few
are always placed on the dreaded waiting list.
On March 20, the Department of English
announced a huge change in enrollment policy for creative writing classes at Kenyon. The
department decided to nix the application

process for 200-level or introductory creative
writing workshops and increase the enrollment in those classes from 12 students to 15
students. I think that this is a great step for
the English department, seeing as demand
for creative writing classes has been so high
for so many years. I was accepted to both
creative writing classes to which I have applied so far, but I have watched many friends
struggle with rejection. It’s definitely a selfesteem crusher, and an increasingly frustrating ordeal. Can you imagine working your
butt off to come to this college to do what
you love and then being told over and over
to sit it out until next time because your writing didn’t make the cut? Some of my friends
can. Introductory means introductory. And
now, from this point forward, every Kenyon
student will have the opportunity to try their
hand at creative writing (class registration
chaos permitting, of course).
As far as I know, there has not been much

gossip about these changes in the English
major circle. I could see some application
veterans being miffed at the prospect of noncreative writing track students taking seats
long awaited by English majors. But, quite
honestly, I think it’s a great step for the College. As I have come to know them, liberal
arts schools are havens for undecided majors,
and I, for one, have loved being able to take
classes in which I wasn’t majoring but one I
wanted to try on for size. In other words, we
do well-rounded well. Kenyon is known for
its writing and English program specifically,
and I think that this departmental policy
change can only further accommodate the
incoming classes.
Sloane Wilten ’20 is an English major with
a creative writing emphasis and a comparative world literature concentration from Bethlehem, Pa. You can reach her at wilten1@kenyon.edu.

Kenyon Q’s: Being OK with feeling alone
HANNAH LEE LEIDY
OPINIONS ASSISTANT

Dear Hannah Lee,
I understand loneliness happens in
college and that it’s normal even, but I
struggle sometimes with accepting it even
though I know I have incredible friends.
How can I begin being OK with being
alone and occasionally being lonely?
Signed,
Lone Wolf
Dear Lone Wolf,
It’s hard to put a finger on why we experience loneliness in a place where we
are constantly surrounded by our friends.
It seems like an emotional and situational
paradox, right?
Maybe we’re hanging out in our room
on a Wednesday night with Netflix and a
glass of wine. Or we could be in the middle of a social gathering with friends milling about, laughing and bonding with
each other. Either way, without warning,
this inexplicable feeling of loneliness suddenly hits us like an ice-cold wave that we

never saw coming.
That’s just how mental states and emotions sometimes work, whether or not
they always make sense. Even if we dislike some feelings, they’re simply a part of
what make us human. And that should be
enough to justify why we feel lonely even
when we know our amazing friends are
there for us.
In my experience, feeling lonely comes
and goes in waves. One minute I may be
cheering about canceled social plans. But
the next I’m desperately texting everyone
in my phone contacts, hoping someone,
anyone, is up for an alternative activity.
In such times, you can usually recruit
a friend willing to tolerate you for an
hour or two (I’ve found that a hot pizza or
cheesy bread are good bargaining chips).
Settle in for a movie, or concoct a spontaneous adventure to take. Laugh together.
Enjoy their company. Soak up those social vibes and let them heal the lonely feelings.
Worst-case scenario, everyone is already busy. In such moments, I accept
that the loneliness will pass … eventually. When I need that quality time or a
distraction from my own feelings, who

better to rise to the occasion than my pals
Me, Myself and I?
You know yourself pretty well, so
amuse yourself with whatever you like or
need in that moment. For me, that might
be a long walk along the Kokosing Gap
Trail or a phone call with a relative or
friend whom I haven’t spoken to in a long
time. Maybe you need a nap, your favorite treat from the Bookstore or a feel-good
TV show.
Also, let’s be real. Going anywhere at
Kenyon and not seeing friends or acquaintances is downright impossible. People
like to complain about this, but work it to
your advantage. Step into Peirce, the KAC
or the library (well, maybe not anymore)
and wait for the people to come to you. It’s
the best reminder that people — including some you hadn’t expected — do love
you and crave your company.
What are your burning questions?
Don’t know what to do about your hookup’s return from a semester abroad? Trying to rein in reactions to out-of-control
email threads? Submit anonymously on tinyurl.com/kenyonqs or ask Hannah Lee at
leidyh@kenyon.edu and she can offer the
written equivalent of a hug.
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#NeverKucinich: A time for Ohio Democrats to take a stand
Gubernatorial candidate Dennis Kucinich’s progressive stances are undercut by his actions.
JACOB SMITH
CONTRIBUTOR

Ohioans will go to the polls to
vote in a number of elections, including gubernatorial primaries, to
select candidates to replace termlimited Republican John Kasich on
May 8. Multiple candidates are running to replace Kasich, but one who
has gained much attention in recent
weeks is former Democratic Congressman Dennis Kucinich. While
some of Kucinich’s positions may
appeal to progressives, he has taken
actions that render his candidacy
unacceptable and necessitate that
Ohio Democrats vote to block him
from winning the nomination.
First, Kucinich has been far too
friendly with President Donald
Trump and other Republicans. On
Jan. 20, 2017, Kucinich tweeted,
“Great #Inauguration speech @RealDonaldTrump!” Kucinich elabo-

rated more on Facebook saying, “I
call upon all Americans to join in a
common effort to create a great vision for our country, our people and
for peace in the world. Let’s give him
and ourselves a chance.”
Kucinich has also been skeptical
about the Russia investigation, and
was a paid contributor on Fox News.
Kucinich has gushed over President
Trump and appeared in conservative venues, but he was highly critical of President Barack Obama, saying that his approval of air strikes in
Libya were “impeachable.”
Given his condemnation of President Obama’s military strategy, one
would expect Kucinich to be more
steadfast in his criticism for these
types of actions. Yet, in addition to
praising President Trump, Kucinich
has also expressed favorable sentiments toward other Republicans.
For example, Kucinich attended the

CROSSWORD
ACROSS

58. Brand of ice coolers
and tumblers
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cross-country varieties

annual Conservative Political Action Committee conference in 2015,
sharing the stage with Congressman Steve King of Iowa, a man who
once referred to President Obama
as “a Kim Jong POTUS.” Kucinich
said “I feel comfortable here,” when
asked about his attendance.
More importantly, Kucinich
is uncomfortably close with Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad. Kucinich has taken multiple trips to
Syria to meet with Assad and was
paid $20,000 by a pro-Assad group
to give a speech in 2017. Kucinich
claims to be a promoter of peace
but seems completely comfortable
pocketing large sums of money
in support of a man who has used
chemical weapons against his own
people.
Kucinich’s behavior regarding
Syria, alongside his other actions,
demonstrates that he lacks the judg-

ment to serve in public office. While
there is a good chance that he would
be defeated in the general election
by Republican Attorney General
Mike DeWine (a poor outcome in
itself) there is always the possibility
that he could win. Like Republicans
tried (and failed) to do with President Trump, it is important to take
action during primary season in order to avoid an untenable nominee.
So what can Kenyon students
do? In short, vote in the Democratic
primary and support the only candidate who can stop Kucinich: Richard Cordray. Cordray is a former
Ohio Attorney General, served as
Director of the Consumer Finance
Protection Bureau under President
Obama and has been endorsed by
Elizabeth Warren.
One concern that many Kenyon
students have had over the years is
whether or not it is appropriate to

vote in a state election in Ohio. I
would only point out that, according to the New York Times “Upshot
blog,” a quarter of Ohioans were
not born in the state, a figure that
includes the state’s current governor. In today’s mobile economy, it is
not uncommon for people to spend
short periods of time in a state before moving to another state.
Dennis Kucinich presents a danger to the Ohio Democratic Party —
and the state of Ohio more broadly
— and it is important to vote in the
Democratic primary and encourage
friends and family to do so. Otherwise, a month from now we might
be talking about Nominee Kucinich
and a year from now we might be
talking about Governor Kucinich.
Jacob Smith ’12 is a Ph.D. candidate in political science at UNCChapel Hill and a native Ohioan.
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Congratulations to Spence Badet for solving last edition’s puzzle! Did you finish
this crossword? Be the first to email a photo of your finished crossword to collegian@kenyon.edu for a chance to get a shoutout!
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Lords season ends after loss to Big Red in NCAC semifinal
PETER DOLA
SPORTS EDITOR

KENYON
HIRAM

DENISON
KENYON

20
5

14
6

Lords lacrosse bounced back
from a tough loss against Denison
University last Wednesday by steamrolling Hiram College 20-5 this
weekend en route to their ninth win
of the season and fifth North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC) win.
This win puts the Lords in third
place and its 5-3 conference record
sets them three games behind firstplace Ohio Wesleyan University (80) and two games behind Denison
(7-1).
The pressure was on for the Lords
against the Terriers: A win would
put Kenyon in sole possession of
third place, while a loss could have
knocked them out of the tournament
entirely.
With the season’s success hanging on a strong team performance
on Senior Day, the Lords started

off quickly when Kyle Johnston ’18
, normally a defender, scored a goal
just a minute into the game. This was
Johnston’s first goal of his collegiate
career, and his first since high school.
“It was one word: electric,” said
Johnston.
The electricity continued for the
Lords as Jonah Florence ’18, Will
Robbins ’21, Joe Woody ’19 and Josh
Galardi ’18 added five more goals
within the next eight minutes of play.
Galardi has also netted 25 goals on
the season. Hiram did manage to
score one goal with two minutes remaining in the quarter, but the Lords
responded with just 19 seconds left
MARY LIZ BRADY
on the game clock. Kenyon had an Ian Gobron ’21 clashes on the faceoff X in the Lords regular season finale victory against Hiram College.
insurmountable 10-1 lead going into
the second period.
all but guaranteed by a 15-3 halftime ram and Kenyon, while the fourth on defense.
The Lords kept up the intensity in lead, the Lords were able to relax in ended with three more goals on the
Kenyon dominated the ground
the second quarter as Woody tallied the second half.
scoreboard for the Lords.
ball battle, collecting 36 while Hiram
another goal just under three min“We just wanted to make sure evThe Lords not only dominated managed just half that. The Lords
utes into the second quarter. Sam eryone played, and more important- on the scoreboard, but also within also won 22 faceoffs while keeping
Humphrey ’20, Matt Pollack ’21 and ly everyone played their best,” Rob the fundamentals of the game. Ke- the Terriers in the single digits with
Nick Vitale ’19 each added insur- Guldenschuh ’18 said. “We wanted nyon attempted 47 shots with 37 be- just seven faceoff wins.
ance goals for Kenyon. Emilio Sosa to fine tune the basics and get ready ing on target, while only turning the
Late Wednesday night, the Lords
’19 also scored his team-leading 25th for the postseason.”
ball over 14 times compared to the faced Denison University and were
goal of the season.
The third quarter featured just 20 times Hiram lost possession. The ousted from the NCAC tournament
With the win and a playoff berth four goals, two apiece for both Hi- Lords also completed 12 of 12 clears after a 14 to 6 loss.

Ladies tennis gains momentum for NCAC tournament
DYLAN GOODWIN
STAFF WRITER

KENYON
WOOSTER

KENYON
ALLEGHENY

9
0

9
0

Ladies tennis finished its regular
season on a high note as they completed two road sweeps of two North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC) opponents, the College of Wooster and Allegheny College.
The Ladies came out of the gates
strong against the Fighting Scots and
did not look back. Their 9-0 win in
Wooster, Ohio was led by Erika Oku ’21
and Kayla Pukys ’21 in singles play. Diana Aboubakare ’18, Kenyon’s ace, had
the night off, so Oku took over her role
as the No. 1 singles player for the Ladies. She did not disappoint, winning
both sets 6-0. Grace Winslow ’18, Maggie Sweeney ’19, Annie Reiner ’19 and
Ilana Blackwood ’18 also overpowered
the Fighting Scots, as they won all of
their matches and combined to only
lose six games.
Pukys ended the singles portion
of the match against Wooster by winning both sets 6-0, 6-0. In doubles play,
Sweeney and Winslow teamed up in the
No. 1 doubles spot for the first time this
year, and won by a score of 8-2. Oku
and Blackwood, who paired at the No.
2 spot in doubles for the Ladies, also
downed their opponents 8-2. In addition, the duo of Pukys and Ceylan Can
’21 pummeled their matchup by a score
of 8-0.
Four days later, the Ladies traveled
to Meadville, Pa. to take on the Al-

legheny College Gators. Once again,
the Ladies blanked their opponent by
a score of 9-0. Kenyon had already secured their spot as the No. 1 seed in
the NCAC tournament, so Head Coach
Scott Thielke decided to make changes
to both the singles lineup and double
spairings. With the win, Kenyon has
defeated the Gators in 25 of their last 26
matchups. This win against Allegheny
may be the most constructive win of the
season for the Ladies, as they were able
to dominate another NCAC opponent
even when they rearranged the lineup.
It attests to the depth and strength that
the Ladies have on their team, and the
trust Thielke has in his players to get the
job done.
Notably, the new pairing of Sweeney and Oku dominated their doubles
match up by a score of 8-1. “Every single
player in the lineup played an integral
role this season,” Oku said. “Most of
us went into third sets when we played
nationally ranked teams and some of
us had to play in the deciding matches.
Our mental toughness and good focus
has definitely helped us achieve a great
record this season.”
Oku won her singles match by winning two straight sets 6-0 to end the
season undefeated with a record of 19-0.
Kenyon improved their record to
17-2 on the year after their two wins this
past week, their best record since 1996.
The Ladies will now push for the
NCAC tournament trophy as the No. 1
seed in the tournament. “Since we have
been close to beating higher ranked
teams this season, we are going to go
into the NCAC tournament with a lot of
confidence,” Oku said. They will face off
against the 8-seed, Allegheny College,
in Indianapolis, Ind. on April 27.

Lords golf enters playoffs
ranked No. 19 in coaches poll
Williams, who tied for 15th individually, finished round with a seven
over par 78, and improved by three
Kenyon golf finished its regular strokes on the second day to finish
season with a third place finish at the with an overall +11, 153.
Ohio Wesleyan University Strimer InCourtney and Jiwa both tied for
vitational. This capped off an impres- 20th on the individual leaderboard by
sive spring season which landed the each shooting a +12, 154 in the tourLords the No. 19 rank in the country nament. Courtney showed consistency
across Division III (D-III) schools ac- over both days, with a 77 on both Satcording to GolfStat and No. 18 in the urday and Sunday. Jiwa, after shooting
most recent Golf Coaches Association a 79 in round one, picked up his day
of America poll.
two scoring with a +4, 75.
At the Strimer Invitational, the
Lifson rounded out the Lords’ scorLords
finished
ing with a 22nd place
one stroke behind
finish individually after
Our goal is to
second-place fina +13, 155 tournament.
isher Ohio Weswin conferenc- After shooting a Kenleyan and 17 shots es and make the nation- yon-second +3, 74 on
back from No. 16
day one, he finished the
al championships.
and
first-place
tournament with a +10,
finisher Witten81 on day two.
Sadiq Jiwa ’18
berg University.
Patrick
Kawakami
While
the
’20 and Andrew Kotler
weather stayed immaculate for the in- ’21 also traveled with the team to comvitational, the condition of the course pete individually, finishing with a fileft the players wanting more. “The nal scorecard of +23, 165 and +24, 166,
greens are known for their aeration respectively.
marks,” Sadiq Jiwa ’18 said. “You could
“It stings. No doubt, to lose to Ohio
have a three-foot putt that was straight Wesleyan by one shot,” Jiwa said. “We
forward and it could hit one of the aer- were down to them after the first day
ation marks before the hole and move and definitely battled back but came
45 degrees in any direction.”
up just short. This is a great wake-up
On the par 71, 6,876-yard Oakhaven call for us that conferences is going to
Golf Club course, Ryan Muthiora ’18 be a dog fight.”
led the Lords with an impressive -1, 70
The Lords will play in the North
in round one and +3, 74 in the second. Coast Athletic Conference tournaAn overall score of 144 put Muthiora ment this weekend, between April 27
third on the individual leaderboard.
and 29.
The third-place finish for the Lords
“Our goal is to win conferences
was fueled by a series of mid-table fin- and make the national championships
ishes from Jiwa, Robert Williams ’19, and last weekend showed us that we
Lawrence Courtney ’21 and Eric Lif- all have to be playing our best golf to
son ’21.
achieve that goal,” Jiwa said.

PETER DOLA
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Lords baseball suffers setback in late-season playoff push
Despite losing three of four games this week, Lords are still in the mix for playoff spot.
MARY LIZ BRADY
STAFF WRITER

DENISON
KENYON
KENYON
WITTENBERG

WITTENBERG
KENYON
DENISON
KENYON

5
3
9
4

16
0
6
2

Lords baseball had a strong start to its
weekend games, beating the Wittenberg
University Tigers 9-4 in game one of their
doubleheader but dropping game two 16-0,
but struggled against Denison losing both
games. The first loss coming on Wednesday
by a score of 5-3, and again on Sunday 6-2.
In the first game against Wittenberg,
the Tigers got on the board first, scoring a
run in the top of the first inning on a bases-loaded single. Starter Will Allen ’20 was
able to hold them to just that run in the first.
He continued to pitch three more innings
and left the game having allowed five hits
and four walks but only one earned run.
The Lords tied up the game in the third on
a single from Mikey Arman ’18 that scored
Joaquin Murrieta ’20.
The Lords were able to jump out in front
during the sixth. Paul Siciliano ’20 led off
the inning with a single. Arman followed
Siciliano with a walk, and a batter later,
Matt von Roemer ’18 sent a single down

the left field line that scored Siciliano. The
Lords kept the bats going as Alex Gow ’21
singled, scoring Arman. Pat O’Leary ’20
followed with a double, plating von Roemer.
Kenyon put the game out of reach two more
runs in the seventh to push the score to 8-1.
Arman finished the day with two hits and
three RBIs.
“Getting into good [pitch] counts allows me to elevate as the baseball looks like
a beach ball,” Arman, the Lords’ leader in
batting average and slugging percentage,
said.
A slew of walks caused some trouble for
Kenyon in the top of the ninth, but after allowing three runs, the Lords were able to secure the 9-4 victory.
Two six-run innings contributed to the
Tigers’ 16-run outburst in game two. That
scoring onslaught for Wittenberg, combined with Tigers starter Jace Barga’s complete game shutout, proved too much for the
Lords as they dropped the game 16-0.
Kenyon matched up with Denison last
Wednesday for game one of their twogame series. The Big Red scored one run
in the first inning and added three more in
the fourth. The Lords got one in both the
fourth and the fifth, bringing the score to
4-2. Denison scored one in the seventh, and
although the Lords scored one run in the
ninth, they were unable to put a rally together and come back. The final score of the
game was 5-3.
Game two of the series, played on Sun-

MARY LIZ BRADY

Matt von Roemer ’18 had one hit and 3 RBIs in the Lords’ 9-4 win over Wittenberg.

day, began when the Big Red scored a run in
the first. They tacked on another run in the
second on a sacrifice fly. Kenyon was able to
get on the board in the third after Siciliano
led off the inning with a walk and was later
driven in by Gow. The 2-1 difference was as
close as the Lords would make it however,
as the Big Red added two more runs in both
the fifth and the seventh.
The Lords, now 11-14 overall and 5-6
in the North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC), look to this weekend’s games to

bolster their conference record. Despite
just one win this past weekend, the Lords
are still in the playoff hunt. “If we can keep
growing as a team and play winning baseball throughout the next seven games, we
will be in a good position,” Arman said.
“We control our destiny from here on out.”
The Lords celebrate their senior day
on Saturday with a doubleheader against
Oberlin College at McCloskey Field, and on
Sunday, they travel to Hiram, Ohio, to play
Hiram College.
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Softball splits series against Hiram
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS

Jace Juliano ’21 delivers a pitch in a 4-3 loss to Hiram College. She threw two-and-one-third innings, and gave up up no runs.
NOAH NASH
SPORTS EDITOR
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Ladies softball ended its fourgame losing streak this past Sunday
when it defeated Hiram College 2-0
as part of a doubleheader split against
the Terriers. The Terriers entered the
doubleheader 1-11 in the North Coast
Athletic Conference (NCAC) standings, the worst such mark in the conference.
Despite the victory, the Ladies remain on a downward spiral, as they
have lost five of their last six games

and have fallen to seventh place in
the NCAC standings.
Keely Sweet ’20 was dominant from
the rubber in the 2-0 victory over the
conference rival Terriers, scattering
five hits over seven innings. Sweet
struck out just three batters but induced soft contact all game, leading
to 11 groundouts. The Ladies did not
commit any errors behind Sweet ’20.
Kenyon jumped out early in the
first inning. Infielder Lauren Graf
’20 lined a single to right field to
score Madi Maldonado ’18 for a 1-0
lead. The other Ladies’ run crossed
the plate in the top of the fourth,
when Kathryn Riggs ’21 scored on a
Terrier error.
The rest of the weekend did not go
well for the Ladies. Kenyon lost its

other game against the Terriers 4-3.
While the Ladies were able to put
runners in scoring position to potentially tie or take the lead, they were
unable to come through in the clutch.
The split against Hiram followed
two Kenyon losses against the Ohio
Wesleyan University Battling Bishops.
The Ladies will next play this afternoon when they will host the Allegheny College Gators for a doubleheader. The Gators enter the series
8-4 in the NCAC and 16-11 overall.
Their 8-4 conference record places them fourth in the NCAC. The
Ladies’ final regular season games
will happen Saturday, when they will
travel to Greencastle, Ind. to take on
the 10-2 Depauw University Tigers.

This week in 2010,
Ladies lacrosse
won against the
College of Wooster
in what then-Head
Coach Meredith
Buzzi described
as “the biggest
game Kenyon [Ladies] lacrosse has
ever played.” With
the 20-14 win, the
Ladies claimed
the NCAC regular
season title and
hosted the NCAC
tournament for the
first time.

